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Eyles Mayor. 


Martis wxj*, Die Febru- 
arty, 17 26, Anno; Regis | 
Georgit Magnæ Brutamig, 
Ow Decimo ter 10, * 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks 

of this Court be given to the 
everend Mr, Parker, for his Ser- 
mon, preached before the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of 
this City, at the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paut, on Monday the 3oth 
of Fanuary laſt, being the Anni- 
verſary Faſt for the Martyrdom of 
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The Wiſdom of Providemte 2 tcated in N 1 
the Adminiſtration of human Af airs. - r 
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Preach'd before the Right Honourable the 1 A | 
AND | 


Several LIVE RT Companies 


OF THE 


City of LONDON, 


AT THE 


Cathedral of St. Paul, on Monday, WM 
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By HENRY PARKER, A.M —_ 
8 to his Lordſhip, and Lecturer | 7 
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4a T 3 come alike unto 
all; there is une Event to 


"the * an to the 
. icked 


HE great Defigh of Kb 
mn in this Book is to 
Aa diſplay the Folly and 
Diſhppoltteent of thoſe whs pre- 

fer the Pleaſures of this Life 4s 
their only Good, and have no Re- 
Sarcd to the Pocher of God fe, 
or the Conſequences of anskfter 
State heteafter ; therefore whets 
ny Expreflions ſeem ts hear hard 
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2 A Sermon pregchꝰd on 


upon the Methods of divine Pro- 


vidence, or the Practice of moral 


Virtue, they are not properly his 


own, but repreſent the haſty or 
wicked Reflections of thoſe, ; who 
deny or repine at the Govern- 
ment of God, and conclude from 
thence aga inſt the Profitableneſs 
of a religious Life : ſuch are. the 
Words of the Text, All Things 
come alike to all, there is one Event 
to the Righteous and to the Wicked. . 
This it ſeems has always been 
Matter of Triumph and Inſolence 
to the Leud, and a Stumbling- 
block and Offence to the ſober 
Part of Mankind. From this un- 
equal and promiſcuous Scene, 
where Diſorder and Confuſion 


give Diſtaſte and Pain to the in- 


tellectual Eye, ſome have boldly 
argued 


ah goth of January. T 


argued againſt the very Being of a 
God ; and others, with 'more 
Decency, but with as little Truth, 
have concluded him not concern- 
ed with what pafles here below. 
But Slomon reaſons much better, 
and with more Advantage uponthis 
Head, ſo Difficult and Diſcoura- 
ging both to the Fooliſh and the- 
Wiſe ; he is ſure, that what God 
dh, is Good and Beautiful in bis 
Think Chap. iii. 11. Though we 
are now at a Loſs how to recon- 
cile the odd and ſurpriſing Inſtan- 
ces of the* divine Diſpenſations 
with the Juſtice, Wiſdom, and 
other Attributes of God ; He pla- 
ces the Whole in another, its trueſt, 
Light; and fince God does not 
now always make a Diſtinction be- 
tween the Evil and the Good; 

B 2 there 


4 ASermon Preacb dan 
there muſt be 3 Time when, it ſhall 
be done, there muſt be a State, 
where God will reward blameleſs 
Souls, and puniſh malicious Wick- 
edneſs, - Chriſtians who have the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence of a future 
State, and the. nobleſt Proof of 
God's paternal Concern for them, 
are not therefore to repine, though 
for a While, there is ane Event to the 
Raghteous and to the Wiched ; nor is 
there any Reaſon to complain, if 
all. Things came alike to all; the 
Time, they know, is at Hand, 
when Things will be adjuſted to 
their Cain; — they may. ſuffer 
for a mhile, yet in their latter End, 
they ſhall: be greatly. mereaſed ; for 
verily there is 4 Remard for the 
[ Righteaus, doubtleſs there is a God, 
that judgeth-the Earth. 
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In diſcourſing upon the en 
I ſhall ne N 


'< Th evince that God. 5 
indeed govern all Things here 

II. Let under the ordiuary Ma- 
nagement of his Providence, 
all T bings cams alike to all. 


Il. Notwithſtanding this, ſuf- 


ficient Reaſons may be given, 

why there is uſually one Event 

t the Righteous and to the 
Nickl. 

IV. Though it does happen 

thus, this Occonomy i is Wile, 


Laſtly, From the Whole, I ſhall 
make ſome Reflections ſuit- 


able to. the Defign of our 
preſent Meeting. 


"rſt, 
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1 . L 


8 rſt, 1 3 evince that God 
does indeed Een all Things ** 
R 

Now it has been well obſerv d, 
that thoſe who deny a Fröbe, 
and yet profeſs to own à God, 
muſt either impoſe upon others, 
or deceive themſelves; for if God 
does not govern, it is an Argument 
that God did not make the World; 
and if the World was not made 
by God, we cannot, by any other 
Way, account for its Exiſtence: 
Again, if God does not govern 
the World, what Right has he to 
our Acknowledgments? So that 
where the Expectation of Good 


ö or Evil is removed, the ſtrongeſt 
| Ground of religions Worſhip ſeems 
| to be undermin d: unleſs then we 
| : Aa 
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the goth f January. 7 
admit that God does govern, we 


cannot prove, that God did make 
the World ; unleſs. we allow that 


God does care for, we muſt deny 
his Dominion over, Men. Hence 


Prayer would be a needleſs; Task, 
and Obedience to his Will + 
be no equitable Demand upon us. 


But we know that God did make 


the World, and the World thus 
made by his Word is now con- 
tinued by his Power; ſince if the 
Effect did proceed from, it muſt 
be preſer vd by, its mighty Cauſe, 
Surely Matter could not give a 
Form to it ſelf, nor any Change 
of that produce an intellectual Be- 
ing. For how ſhould that, which 
has no Motion of its own, chuſe 
or impart, Order, Figure and De- 
fign ? How ſhould Spirit owe its 

Riſe 


| 
| 
| 
| 


8 4 Sermon Paz 
Riſe and Nature to Body, uncort: 
triving Maſs, ſo much beneath the 
Privileges of it. Again, If God 
made the World, we are fire, 
that he muſt, and: only can pre- 
fide in the Government of it: 
Through meer Inſtinct, Beafts as 
well as Men, from Tenderneß, 
are found to provide for theit 
own ; there is Neceſſity and Rea- 
fon in the Caſe ; we ſee and con- 
feſs an Almighty Power, an active 
Wiſdom concern'd in all around 
us; and is it reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that God cares for the vifible 
World alone, ang leaves us Men 
at all Adventures? Civil Hiſtory 
and private Life, publick Worſhip 
and ſecret Prayer, above all, Pro- 
phecy and Miracles abundantly 


ute this comfortable Truth to us: 
k All 


1d 30th of January. 59 


All ſecond Cauſes then are plain- 
ly in the Hands of God: He diſ- 
poſes the Lot which is caſt into 
the Lap, as well at over-rules the 
Devices of Man. Without his 
Guidance a Sparrow. does not fall 
to the Ground, nor without it, can 
a Prince riſe into. a Throne; no- 
thing ſo caſual, but he permits it. 
to come to paſs; nor ſo cloſe, but 
he can deny Succeſs ; the ſmalleſt 
Things are under the Cognizance 
of his Eye, and the greateſt Mat- 
ters are within the Reach of his 
Power: What is Fate, but the 
peremptory Reſult of God's Will; 
and what is Chance, but the un- 
accountable Determination of his 
Wiſdom; and what is Fortune, 
more than the ſuperior Oeconomy 
of his Providence? And yet, 

C Secondly, 


10 A Sermon Preachd on 
| - Secondly, Under the ordinary 
- 8 Management - of his Providence, 
all Things cums alike to all. \ 
Our own Experience, and a 
1 ſmall Acquaintance with the 
Ji : World, eaſily make this Obfer- 
I: vation for us. Every Man muſt 
11 confeſs, I think, what he daily 
| feels, namely, that what ſweet- 
; ll 4 ens or embitters human Life, 
| 


is owing more to Accidents and 
_ _— Caſualties from abroad, than to 
Ji any Merit or Expectations from 
within; we may indeed dextrouſ- 
# ly comply with Events, but nei- 
b ther Wiſdom can beſpeak, nor 


| | Power can prefcribe to future Con- 
) | tingencies. Theſe are looſe and 
5 independent Things, like the 

1 Wind, whence they come, and 
1 whither they will go, is owing 
1 1 g | £200 
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the goth of January. 11 
to Cauſes we are not acquainted 
with ; like the Clouds, in Seaſon 
and out of Seaſon, pouring Rain 
alike upon the barren and the 
fruitful Field. Hence hath ariſen 
Matter of Complaint by the Poet 
and Philofopher, and no Topick 
has been oftner repreſented by the 
Wit of the one, or declaim'd upon 
by the Reaſoning of the other, 

than the capricious and unſuitable 
Turns of Luck or Succeſs in the 
Courſe and Tranſactions of civil 
Life. 

What Hilomon obſerv'd in his, 
holds likewiſe good in our Times ; 
that the Race is not to the Swift, 
nor the Battle to the Strong, net- 
ther yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor 
yet the Riches to Men of Under- 

| ſtanding, nor yet "Favour to Men 

1 of 
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12 A Sermon Preach'd on 


of Skill. And why fo, are not theſe 
natural and proper Means; don't 
they ſeem to beſpeak, and even in- 
ſure a kind Reception? and yet it 
is not ſo in Fact; unſeen Accidents 
and favourable Conjunctures we 
perceive, do more than all theſe 
for us; if we might, in any In- 
ſtance, expect to meet with an 
Exception, it is in our moral Qua- 
lities; but the wiſe Man has af 
ſured us otherwiſe in the Text; 
There is one Event to the Righteous 


aul to the Wicked ; and to account 


for this, leads me 
Thir dy, To give ſome Reaſons 
why there is uſually one Event to 


the Righteous and to the Wicked. 
But is not this, it may be ob- 


| jected, to overlook that generous 


Maxim of the Heathen - Moraliſts, 


ths 


the 3oth of January. 13 
that Virtue is its own Reward'; is 
not this to contradict the holy 
Scriptures, where we find that 
Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of the 
Life that nom is, as well as of that 
which is to come. By no Means; 
Virtue is a noble Purchaſe at any 
Rate, and turns to the beſt Ac- 
count, under all the various Cir- 
cumſtances of human Life; but 
it cannot alter the Nature of 
Things, nor prevent a painful 
Senſe of outward Evils. So a- 
gain, Godlineſs has no Diſcou- 
ragements put upon it with Regard 
to temporal Bleflings ; it has ra- 
ther the faireſt Pretenſions to 
them; but this muſt not interfere 
with the general Laws of Provi- 
dence, nor expect an immediate 
Miracle in its Favour. Therefore 

this 


14 A Sermon Preach'd on 
this Objection may be laid afide, 
and ſufficient Reaſons given why 
there is uſually ove Event to the 
Righteous and to the Wicked, And 
this will be the Caſe, while Man 
continues to be a moral Agent, and 
cannot eafily make any Step in 
civil Life, but it ſhall affect the 
Intereſts of his Neighbour. God 
indeed commands us all to do as 
we ought, but has left it in our 
Power to do as we will ; we may 
then abuſe this Liberty defign'd 
for our Good ; and when we do, 
other Men muſt often ſuffer by it. 
Whatever Breach we make upon 
the ſecond Table of the Law, 
whenever Power and Opportunity 
are join'd with our irregular Fan- 
cies and Defires, we become a Nu- 
fance and a Plague to Socicty ; and 
the 


the goth of January. 15 
the beſt Men are moſt liable to be 
inſulted, becauſe they are not al- 
low'd in the ſame Manner to ſeek 
for Repriſals. 
Where Free-will ſubmits to Rea- 
ſon and Religion, though this be 
aà probable, it cannot be a certain 
Remedy ; the ſeveral Qualities of 
the Mind, and various Tempers 
of the Body, may be naturally 
found alike, both in the Evil and 


the Good; and when they are, 


may be equally employ'd to the 
beſt Advantages ; and then it fol- 
lows, that the Produce ſhould bear 
the ſame Proportion. Beſides, ci- 
vil Relations are not determined 
by moral Qualities ; theſe depend 
upon and ariſe from other Cir- 
cumſtances, which may befal, and 
muſt affect, the Righteous and the 

Wicked, 
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16 A Sermon Preach'd on 
Wicked, without any Regard to 
the Uſe they put them to, or their 
Manner of Behaviour in the Em- 
ployment of them. 

Again, The Tares and the 
Wheat grow in one common Field. 
In the mean Time, till the Har- 
veft comes, both muſt fare alike ; 
mix'd together their Portion will 
be the ſame ; unleſs fondly we 
would expect the Syſtem of the 
World ſhould be daily changed 
to oblige Individuals. ' But were it 
even to be thus, the Caſe might 
not anſwer our Purpoſe ; we can- 
not know what future Good a 
preſent Evil is preparing for us; 
nay, what we ſuppoſe to be ſuch, 
may be neceſſary to prevent a 
greater, may be a Blefling rather 


than a Curſe. Happineſs at Length 
de- 
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tze 3otb of January. 17 
depends upon the inner Man; that 
may be ſafe in all Conditions, nay, 
it is improv'd moſt in a Suffering 
rather than a proſperous State of 
Life. Wherefore, 

Fourthly, Though it does hap- 
pen thus, this Oeconomy is Wiſe, 
and juſt, and Good. 

Nothing ſhock'd the Heathen 
World more than theſe unequal 
Diſpenſations of Providence, and 
they ran into very odd and im- 
pious Hypotheſes, for a Solution 
of them: hence ſome aſcrib'd the 
Changes and Chances of human. 
Life, to a continual ſtruggle be- 
tween two different e ag | 
Principles of Good and Evil; 

thers ſuppos'd God not 1n the leaf 
concern'd in the Adminiſtration of 


human Affairs; or bound up his 
D Power 


18 A Sermon Preach'd an 


Power by the ſuperior Laws of 


Fate, or left Things looſe to the 


heedleſs Diſpoſal of Chance. But 
we Chriſtians are taught to argue 
upon better Grounds; As, V) 
If. This Method of Proceeding 
in divine Providence ferves wel 
to diſtinguiſh the Wicked from 
the Righteous. Were good Succeſs 
entai'd upon moral Virtue, how 
many would wear the Form. of 
Godlineſs, meerly for the Gain 
annex d to it, and own the Powers 
of the World to come, might they 


inſure to themſelves the Pleaſures 


they deſire to find in this? But 
fince there is, it ſeems, one Event 


to the Righteous and the Wicked, 


What is the Almighty, that we 
ſhould ſerve him? and what Pro- 
fit ſhould we have if we pray un- 

10 


the goth of January. 19 
t bm? On the other Hand, to 


ſee a Man firm in his Principles, 


and ſteady to his Practice, though 
he ſuffers for the Avowment of 
the one, and gives up his All ra- 
ther than depart from the other ; 
this is ſurely a noble. Proof, that 
his Heart is right before God : his 
Example does Honour to Religion, 
and he becomes a publick Bleſſing 
to Mankind. Therefore God, out 
of Kindneſs to the Weak, often 
appoints ſuch Heroes to maintain 
this Poſt of Honour in the World, 


that they may be encouraged not- 


to faint, when lefler Sufferings 
come upon them; yea, out of Mer- 
cy to the Strong, does he purify 
and brighten by Sufferings their 


Souls, that being tried, as Gold 


in the Furnace, they may become 
D 2 more 
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20 A Sermon Preach'd on 

more perfect and worthy of: him- 
feng 

adly. Nothing more a 
concludes for the Certainty of a 
future State, than this unequal 
Diſtribution to the Righteaus and to 
the Wicked, in this Life, For if 
there be a God, as Senſe and Rea- 
ſon preſs that Belief upon us, we 
muſt admit a Providence, and then 
it follows, from a View of the 
State of moral Agents here, a 
Judgment to come is a natural 
Conſequence juſtly built upon it. 
If God be a perfect Being, and we 
areaccountable to him, the Righte- 
- ous cannot always be as the Wick- 
ed; though in this preſent une. 
qual myſterious Scene of Things, 
there generally ſeems one Event tothe 
Righteous and to the Wicked ; yet 
there 
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the Goth of January. 21 
there will be a Time, when this 
Difference will be - reconciled ; 
every Man will appear as he tru- 
ly is, and be judged according to £ 9 
the Temper of his Mind, and 1 
the Tenor of his Actions; the Suf- 
ferings of the Good, will be ex- 
changed for an exceeding Weight 
of Glory; and the Proſperity * 
of the Evil abundantly repaid by 
exceſſive endleſs Miſery. But, 

3d. Where Ingenuity has any 
Force, and Expectation any Influ- 
ence, who can harden himſelf a-- 
gainſt that God, who thus waiteth / I 
to be farther gracious to him? | 
May not this alſo give Vigour to | 
the Righteous, if there are De- I 
grees of Glory in a future State, 
the more they ſuffer now, the 
happier ſhall they be hereafter ; 

they 


22 A Sermon Preach'd on 
they have Reaſon ſurely to rejoice, 
who enduring for a while, do 
thereby increaſe their Reward. 
From the whole, I ſhall make 
ſome Reflections ſuitable to the 
Deſign of our preſent Meeting, 
And, 
1 . Since God is the — 
of the Univerſe, then the End we 
propoſe, and the Means we uſe in 
worldly Things, ſhould be always 
ſuch as may be juſtified before 
him ; it,being certainly the faireſt 
Pretence to his Bleſſing, to have his 
Warrant for our Actions; then the 
Iflue and Event, good or bad, muſt 
be reſigned to, and expected from 
his Pleaſure, who knows what 
is beſt to give or deny unto us. 
Theſe were the noble and awful 
Sentiments, which give Diſtinction 
2 to 


the goth of January. 23 
to the Royal Martyr, and recom- 
mend his Memory to the Pious 
and the Juſt : theſe were the 
Maxims he ſteer d by, propoſing 
nothing to himfelf as an End, but 
what God expects from a King, 
and is pleas d with in a Chriſtian, 
the Good of Mankind, and the 
Maintenance of Religion. What- 
ever Miſtakes and Frailties are im- 
puted to his regal Character (ſome 
Shades and Blemiſhes were indeed 
apparent, and we allow he might 
not ſhine with ſome Qualities, ex- 
peed from the Great) yet his 
moral Virtues are abundantly con- 
feſsd even by thoſe, who blame 
him moſt for Faults Political. If, 
as. ſome would obſerve, he bore 
Adverſity with a better Grace than 
he wore the Crown, ſo chearful # 

Sub- 


/ 
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Submiſſion to the Will of God, E 
gues an humble Confidence in the 
Integrity of his Soul. It muſt be 
own'd, no one could with fo 
much peace of Spirit leave the 
World, but he, who had overcome 
this, t hop'd to find Reſt _ 
Reward in a better. 

2dly. Since under the n 
Management of God's Providence, 
all I hinges come alike unto all, then 
Succeſs is no Rule to judge by, as 
to the Truth of a Cauſe, or the 
Merit of a Perſon, much leſs are the 
Pretenſions of a Church, or the fu- 
ture State of Mankind to be de- 
termined upon this Foot. 

From ſuch Reflections we are 
led, I hope, to impute the trium- 
-ghant Wickedneſs of this Day, to 

any other Cauſe, than Juſtice in 
e 


o 
- 1 * * 


the Dehga or Right in the Execu- 

tion of it: but upon whomſoever 
the Sin of this Day may properly 
be fix d, it is not iny Deſign to 
revive needleſs Diſputes, promo» 
ting Strife, and deftroying Chri- 
ſtian Charity, but rather to ex- 
hort you to deplore it as a natio- 
nal Sin, in a religious Manner. 
And ſince the beſt Sorrow is A- 
mendment, let us ſhew our Ak- 
harrence of the Fa& commutted 
ypon this Day by an unſhaken 
Loyalty to his preſent Majeſty. 
The Deſign of obſerving this Day 
is not ſo much to inveigh againſt 
the Faults of athers, as to humble 
gur ſelves under a juſt Apprehen: 
fion of our own ; not ſo much to 
expoſe thoſe that are dead, as tg 


inſtruct us, that are alive in « 
E o# 
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Duty to our preſent” ' Sovereign, 
and to make us to abhor all. Sedi- 
tion, privy Conſpiracy and Rebel - 
lion; that as the black Treaſon, 
which was this Day ' accompliſh'd 
upon the Head of the Royal Mar- 
tyr, was without a Pattern in any 
former Ape, ſo it may never be a 
Prefident for after Times. We live 
under a reaſonable and indulgent 
Government, the Adminiftration of 
it, is in wiſe and active Hands, 
and we have a King equal to the 
Dignity of his Crown, and de- 
firous to be a Bleſſing to his Peo- 
ple ; would we ſecure theſe valu- 
able Mercies to our ſelves, let us 
ſtudy to adorn the ſeveral Stations 
we are in, according to the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, and expreſs 
our Loyalty to our Prince, by 

obey- 


the zor January. 7 
obeying God, to whom we; ought 
to return our unfeigned Thanks, 

for placing ſuch à Ruler over us, 
who owns the ſuperior Power, by 
which: he reigns, and imitates that 
Goodneſs, by which his Subjects 
have received ſo great a' Mercy, 

as his Acceſſion and Continuance 
on the; Britifþ Throne has prov d 
Unto us. If 

Zaly. Though hs be one Event 
to the Righteous and to the 77 cked, 
as there muſt be for many Reaſons, 
ſome of which have been laid be- 
fore you, yet they have always 
obtained a good Report, with 
whom Duty has ſway'd more than 
' Intereſt, who, at the higheſt Ex- 
pences have valu'd moral Obliga- 
an beyond * Conveniencies of 
Life. 
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This Memorial is due to chem 


who liv d in thoſe unhappy Limes, 
when Eſtate and Life were to be 


given up, if Men would preferve 


the Anſwer of a good Conſciemee 
to thtemſelves: We live, God be 
thanked; in à more favourabke 
Scene of Affairs ; our temporal 
Intereſts ſecond: what we owe up- 
on an higher Principle to is ꝓre- 
ſent Ma jefty; we cannot with to 
be happier than We ure, as far as 
human Wiſdom and paternal Care 
ean be a Guard and Warrant to us, 
4s far as our own Senſe and Uſe 
of this Bleſfing continue to have 


a proper Influence upon us. AI 
then who appear to be uneafy or 


ſuſpicious in the preſent State, are 
either Enemies to the Government 
or themſelves; we, who are upon 


a 


a better Footing, have 2 Right to 
oppoſe the one, and Reaſon to ar- 
gue againſt che other, and ſhould 
have Coutage and Zeal, ſharply 
to rebuke thoſe w dre ſond of 
Slavery, and to recover thoſe who 


haung Eyes fre bot yet the 
"Things delomging wo their Peace. 
IV conelude, IIs e dur Wiſdom, 
deertiſe ont Doty, to govern our 
Corttu, not by Rate of 
Events, dung with every Wind, 
but by the unalterable Rules of 
what is Right and Juſt. God and 
Truth vary not; nor is this World 
to laſt for ever; he only ſhall be 
happy in the next, wiw, in the 
ſeveral Emergencies of human 
Life, having acted up to the 
Dictates of Reaſon and Religion, 
though Difficulties and Diſcou- 


ragements 
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_ ragements may have been his Lot, 


i ſecures unto himſelf the bleſſed 
f Welcome in the Goſpel, Well 
dme good and faithful en 
[ ter * imo tbe Jy of-thy Lord. 


| Ne ) God the Father, God the 

Som, and God the Hol Ghoſt, 
| three Perſons and ane God, be 
= 1...  eſerib'd, as is moſt juſily due, all 
| | Honour, Power, Might, Majeſty 
and Dominion, now and for ever- 


more. 
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the Angel in Cornhill. 
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5 for Diſſenting from the Com- 
munion of the Church of England ; 


far the Uſe of the Lay-Nonconformilts i in 
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Plain Anfwer to plain Reaſons, 


this Kingdom. With an Epiſtle to their 


Teachers. The Second Edition. 


II. The Signs of the Times. A Ser- 


mon preached before the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Mayor, and Court of Al- 


dermen, at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 


on Friday the 8th. of December, 1721. 
being the Day appointed for a general 


Faſt, for the Prevention of the * 
Ninth Edition. 


III. A Sermon againſt the dangerous 
and ſinful Practice of Inoculation. Preach- 
ed at St. Andrew Holborn, on Sunday, 
July 28th, 1722, Third Edition. 
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